It’s Aroha Ave, but where is the love Westfield?

By Dr Russel Norman, Green Party Co-Leader

I recently enjoyed the opportunity of meeting Peter Nightingale and Graham Dekker of the St Lukes Residents Association, who briefed me on the Westfield St Lukes shopping mall expansion plans. 
I have also had an opportunity to read Westfield’s proposal. 

The situation facing Aroha Ave residents is typical of the barriers faced by many small community groups who find themselves in a David vs Goliath battle with developers. 
It’s a highly uneven playing field, and the goalposts are moving.

The Green Party definitely does not support the expansion proposal put forward by Westfield. 

We think the impacts on the local community - with the loss of trees, increase in local traffic and the intrusive height of planned buildings on the Aroha Ave street frontage - are simply unacceptable. 

We urge Westfield to open real negotiations with the community to address the genuine concerns that local residents have. 

Resource Management Act changes pushed by National - and voted for by Labour - restrict community groups’ ability to appeal plan changes. And the increase in Environment Court fees from $50 to $500 will also make it much harder for people and groups trying to oppose development projects in their neighbourhoods. 
Also there’s a potential danger that the changes to the Resource Management Act will allow applicants to seek a bond from a community group before it can even enter the courtroom. This will restrict community groups’ ability to access even the mediation services offered by the Environment Court. 

I have spoken to Peter and Graham on how best to fight Westfield’s controversial expansion plans and the resources available through the Environmental Defence Society. 

To the people of Aroha Ave, I advise you to continue fighting against this intrusion into your lives and the life of your community. 
It is the efforts of ordinary people who organise themselves into groups like the St Lukes Residents Association that play a watchdog role in protecting the wider community against such intrusive developments. 
I wish you well and I am keen to visit again and stand beside you to support your just and honourable cause. 

